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CONNECTED KIDS



Texting

• U.S. teens send an average of 4,200 texts per 
month (girls @ 4,700, boys @ 3,700); some 
average well over 6,000 per month;

• Pew Institute found that 35% of teens prefer 
digital communication with their friends as 
opposed to face-to-face communication;

• Media consumption by youth has increased 
dramatically in the last five years with youth aged 
8 to 18 years old average 7.38 hours of media 
consumption daily;



Texting

• Kids are very connected through their phones 
and the apps on them;

• Apps and social media can be a great way to 
communicate and share with others;

• Some of the difficulties with social apps are 
over-sharing, over-exposure, and over-
reaching boundaries;

• Some apps are very difficult for parents to 
monitor.



Messaging Apps

• Snapchat

• Line

• Whisper

• Secret

• Ask-fm

• Omegle

• Kik Messenger

• What’s App



Snapchat

• Take a photo, click on the people you want the photo 
sent to, decide how long the viewers will have to see 
the photo/video, then hit send;

• Receiver clicks on the photo/video, have the 
designated amount of time to view, then disappears;

• Snap Chat states in letter of agreement they cannot 
guarantee that all images do disappear;

• Had to acknowledge recently they are not deleting 
images; 

• Difficult for parents to monitor.



Line

• Text, video and voice messaging app that includes 
games, group chats and personal timelines;

• Does have privacy control settings;

• In-app purchases for stickers and games;

• Has “Hidden Chat” feature similar to Snapchat, 
but messages can last 2 seconds, or up to a week;

• Can be difficult for parents to monitor.



Whisper

• Intended for users 17 and older;

• “Confessional” app that allows users to post 
whatever is on their mind;

• Works by typing a confessional, adding a background 
image, then sharing with Whisper community;

• Some confessions are funny, some are difficult to 
stomach, others are very sexual;

• Has a geo-location “nearby” feature;

• Not for kids.



Secret

• Purpose is to write what’s on your mind, pair with an 
image, then anonymously post;

• For users 15 and above;

• Promises anonymity but requires email address and 
phone number so users can be “matched with 
friends”, but still do not know who is sharing what;

• Users can “like” or comment on posts;

• Posts judged most interesting are viewable to anyone 
around the world.



Ask-fm

• Site allows users to ask and answer questions posted 
by other users, usually anonymously;

• Users can record themselves with webcam 
answering a question;

• Can find friends through searching site or synching 
with Facebook;

• Content can be innocuous, funny or incredibly 
hateful;

• Very difficult for parents to monitor.



Omegle

• The “talk to strangers” app;

• Anonymous chat app where users can discuss 
anything;

• Site matches users at random – can use text chat or 
video chat;

• Conversations are often graphic, sexual and 
obscenity laden;

• Has “spy mode” where question is posed and two 
strangers discuss it;

• Not for kids – at all.



Kik - Messenger

• Multi app combo for texting and social networking;

• Can connect with users in gaming, social media, 
texting, etc.;

• Texting app with no limits on messages or characters;

• Choose username and add profile pic;

• Searches through contacts to find other Kik users;

• Kik has additional apps such as video & sketchpad;



What’s App

• Users send texts and audio texts; post pics and 
videos;

• Free, even internationally if connected to wifi;

• When downloaded, automatically connects to 
all people in address book that have What’s 
App.



SOCIAL MEDIA; 
CYBERBULLYING



Social Media Reality

• Facebook states that, “you own all of the content 
and information you post on Facebook”, but…

• sub-licensable, fully paid, royalty-free, 
worldwide license to use any IP content on or in 
connection with….”

• Social media is permanent – “you understand 
that removed content persists in backup copies”;

• Information is maintained in multiple places;

• Data is data – it is permanent.



Vine

• App that lets users post and watch six-second 
looping videos;

• Has direct message option that allows video to be 
sent to just one person, or several others;

• Some fun, cute videos;

• Some with juvenile potty humor;

• Others with nudity, graphic sexual content, etc.;

• Difficult to monitor.



Instagram

• Photo and video sharing site (videos 15 seconds);

• Great tools on site for modifying and enhancing 
images;

• Add captions then share;

• Photos and videos public by default but can use 
privacy settings;

• Overall a good app, but like any other site, can be 
used to be hurtful to others.



Cyberbullying

• One in four youth have been cyberbullying;

• One in ten tell an adult;

• Bystanders rarely intervene in cyberbullying, 
much like the bullying in schools or elsewhere;

• Can be the occasional hurtful comment or post;

• Can be overwhelming with everyone joining in;

• Have seen instances where the conduct against 
another is depraved.



MONITORING



Monitoring 

• While there are inherent difficulties in 
monitoring the digital speech of youth, are 
tools available;

• As you monitor your child’s physical world, 
you need to monitor their digital world;

• Parents need not be the last to know about 
the latest trend;

• Active monitoring of digital speech is 
essential.



Monitoring 

• Apps are available, such as 
www.uknowkids.com;

• Can set up controls through servers that alert 
you when kids purchase apps, receive texts, 
etc;

• Excellent web site resource for information is 
www.commonsensemedia.org



Managing the Digital World

• Manage your child’s electronic life as you do other 
aspects of their life – know where they are going, 
who they are spending time with, and what they are 
doing there.

• Discuss the electronic world’s lack of privacy often
with your child – kids tend to be electronically savvy 
but woefully ignorant of responsibilities and 
consequences;

• Have periodic discussions with your child about their 
digital speech and its ramifications;



Managing the Digital World

• Learn all your child’s user-names and passwords 
to their accounts;

• Require that all cell phones be charged overnight 
in a common area of your home;

• Periodically check their texts;
• Think through your child’s needs & 

developmental level;
• Be sure your child knows what your expectations 

are for their digital behavior and be ready to hold 
them accountable;



Managing the Digital World

• Monitoring their digital world is just as 
important as monitoring their physical world 
is;

• Do not be afraid to be their digital parents;

• Kids can have lots of followers and friends, but 
they always need the presence and 
monitoring of parents.


