
 
 
ICS PTA member mtg. minutes - 2/19/14 
Assembled 5:30-6:00; meeting commenced at approx. 6:03 p.m. 
 
President's report - Annette Earling 
 
ICS Garden update:  
MS Tr. Sophia, who was also at our Jan. meeting, is back to talk about 
her plans for building a garden in the play  
yard, near the picnic tables, to be used with her classes. Volunteers 
will be needed for construction of garden beds on March 7th (weather 
permitting!) during a  
playground Friday. 
 
BOT Parent Rep. report: 
Krista P. presented a proposed calendar for the ICS 2014-15 academic 
year; Nirva L. also arrived in time to hear reactions. They will 
deliver our input to CEO Tom, who will take it into account before he 
makes his decision.  

Families should be aware that starting school the week before Labor Day 
is a possibility for this year, but is probable for 2015-16. 

Someone asked whether the 1:30 Wed. early dismissals would remain for 
next year; YES - that is non-negotiable. 
 
Also: announcement of late-breaking news that came via email from Tr. 
Jenny this afternoon re: revised calendar for the remainder of this 
year, to make up for so many snow days. 
 
Mural update: 
Annette & Lynn recently met with M. Neyza, Tr. Ramzy & Chef Gabe to 
talk about the logistics involved. 

Here are the mural artists who have expressed interest: 

Incoming ICS parents Gina and Matt Curtius (have offered to create the 
mural on a volunteer basis)- http://ginaandmatt.com/ 
There have also been 3 current ICS teachers who have indicated 
interest. 
Maestra Doris Naffah, Teacher Joanna Walker (who has a BFA in painting 
from PAFA/ Pa. Academy of Fine Arts) 
& Teacher Anne Zumbo: http://gullsandpigeons.tumblr.com/ 
 
The Global Citizenship committee, including  M. Marcela (& M. Luz 
Marina?) would like to partner with us to help create a mural that 
honors global citizenship… maybe have a contest to come up with a story 
or idea... perhaps include the definition of global citizenship?  
 
FOIL update:  
Friends of the ICS Library has launched! Annette is creating a FOIL 
Facebook page, which will appear on 2/21. 



Tr. Amy is putting together an online sign-up, which can be accessed 
through the FB page. People can also volunteer the old-fashioned way, 
by getting in touch with Tr. Amy, Tr. Jenny, or Lynn directly. Our goal 
is to increase students' access to - and enjoyment of - the library, 
across the board. Join us for Library Fridays if you can... This 
Friday, 2/21, we'll be transporting ourselves to "La Playa" (Beach 
Theme)! 
 
Next Members' meeting:  
Save the date! On Thursday, March 13th, Andrew Dunakin (current ICS 
parent & high school guidance counselor), in conjunction with MS  
Counselor Anne Hall, will do a presentation on what families need to 
know to be prepared for the application process for high school as well 
as (gulp!) college.  

 
As Andrew puts it:  
"I know it may seem very early, but the more information people have 
now, the easier it will be for them later, especially when it comes to 
the financial picture." 
 
Afterschool activities: 
Annette investigated the possibility of adding a physical activity on 
Mondays (when the D & M room is available). The current MS PE teacher, 
Mike B, is interested but cannot fit it in his current schedule. 
There is a Guitar Club already, and Krista & Nirva confirmed that there 
are plans underway for other musical activities after school hours... 
CEO Tom wants to work toward having a mariachi group! Stay tuned. 
 
Teacher Appreciation: 
Once the revised parent-teacher conference schedule is set, we will put 
together another buffet for the teachers,  
to sustain them!  
 
Raffle Idea: 
Caren Devine suggested a raffle in which middle school parents can have 
their entire year's dues paid by  
the PTA. Won't work for this year, but what a great idea for a PTA 
membership drive next year.  
 
New PTA items: 
car magnets or bumper stickers... to be sold through ICS online store, 
along w/ other items we already sell. 
 
Silent Auction update: 
We talked about various aspects of the event: 
Price point (Marc B. suggests charging more at the door; discounted 
tickets for purchasing in advance) 
Kid-sitting arrangements (Natalie B. is following up w/ Queen Village 
Art Center) 
Donations - soliciting & streamlining data entry 
Signs; decorations 
Food 
Entertainment: It was voted that we hire a DJ and an MC (master of 
ceremonies) for this event in the hope of attracting more attendees. 
Ashley Tobin has agreed to obtain two or three estimates. 
 
It was also voted that we purchase a wind-up horse (or pig?) racing 
game, blue ribbons for "heads or tails" game, and buffet warmers. 
 
The next Silent Auction planning meeting: 2/25/14 at Christine & Ray 



Carpenter's home (Thank you, Carpenter Family!) 
 
A final note: there was a critical mass of Spanish-speaking parents at 
this meeting. They, along with M. Kelly, identified the desire to 
bolster more participation among that segment of our community. Hence, 
they got the ball rolling to plan for a Brunch in mid-March. Let the 
conversation continue! 
 
Adjourned: approx. 7:30 p.m. 


