
ICS PTA mtg. minutes of 10/3/13 
 
Agenda: 
 
5:30 pm: 
Pizza Dinner & Potluck 
Raffle Ticket Sales 
Uniform Swap! 
 
6:00 pm: Meeting Begins 
 
• Welcome/Bienvenidos and Introduction of 2013 PTA Officers,  
    (including Denise Wilbanks, Vice President) 
 
• A Few Words From CEO Tom 
CEO Tom has felt very welcome since his arrival this summer. He fully appreciates the positive 
energy generated by ICS parents (as well as by teachers and staff)! He will keep us updated on 
the new PA schools’ evaluation system (SPP: School Performance Profile) and other important 
news affecting our community, and as always, he welcomes parents to contact him directly with 
any comments or concerns. 
 
• Introduction of Krista Pfeiffer  
Krista is 1 of 2 Parent Representatives to the BOT (Board of Trustees). Nirva LaFortune, the 
other Parent Rep., will attend our next meeting. Krista encouraged parents to contact her &/or 
Nirva by email if they have any concerns they want addressed with the BOT. 

  

  

  

kristapfeiffer@verizon.net nirva.lafortune@gmail.com 
 

  

• President's Report (Annette Earling) 
 
1. Member Notes: 
 In 2011/2012, we had 28 members. 
 In 2012/2013, we had 50 members (about 8%). 
 This year so far, we have:   
 44 staff (out of 107 = 40%) and 75 family (out of 600 = 13%) =  total of 119. 
So, we're delighted with the increased numbers, but we're not celebrating 
yet. 13% is still pretty anemic, especially when you consider that other 
center city schools charge as much as $65 and are getting much closer to 



100% participation. 
 
> WHY JOIN?? ...To support our students and the programs they have come to 
count on. Coming to PTA meetings is NOT required. Overcommitting yourself with 
volunteering is NOT the point. We understand that our population is so spread out  
that these things are not always possible, but most can certainly come up with $20 
to help underwrite class trips, classroom supplies and community support. 
We know that 100% is not a realistic goal for this year, but we're going to shoot for 50%  
and move up from there. That means we need at least 350 members, including families, faculty 
and staff. Staff has stepped up in a BIG way; now we need our families to do the same. So, 
please spread the word… if everyone at this meeting would ask two people  
to join and send them to the website, we'd be well on the way. 
 
2. Fall Friendraiser Carnival: Ideas and Volunteers 
 Sat., 10/19, from 11 a.m- 2 p.m. (Clarification: Rain date = 10/26) 
 Lots of great ideas, e.g. Maura Deming’s “Haunted Classroom” - in Dance/Movement Rm. 
 Please get involved! Volunteer sign-up will be online. 
 
3. "Trunk or Treat" in ICS Playground 
A great idea that came to us from Sheerita Wilson: 
We would open the play yard up to cars, which would each have their trunks or the 
back of their SUVs in decorated in halloween style, and give out candy. 
The purpose is to: 
       a) build community  
and b) give a safe and fun trick-or-treating alternative to people who live in neighborhoods 
where the trick-or-treating is not safe OR fun! 
Those members who live in neighborhoods where the trick or treating is awesome may not be 
able to participate, so we need to know at least a week beforehand if we have enough people to 
either set out food, or come to trick or treat.  
We would do it on Thursday, 10/31 (Halloween itself) on the early side -about 5:30- 7 pm, and 
keep it to 1.5 hours. We have room for 12-15 cars, so please reserve your space ASAP! Email 
us at pta@icscharter.com and indicate whether you will be bringing a car or just bringing your 
trick-or-treaters!  
 
4. Cafeteria Decor 
We’ve spoken to Tr. Natalie about creating another wall mural…painted or vinyl? If so, what 
subject…food? nature? jungle? Input and energy is welcome. A committee may be formed. 
What is happening with those window boxes: Chef Gabe is taking a few, and Susan Burrows is 
offering the rest to teachers for classroom projects. 
 
5. Cooking Together/Cooking Forever 
This is the second year that the Pennsylvania PTA has offered this free program, which includes 
a newsletter and online instructional videos for helping parents/guardians cook WITH their 
children to make meal preparation a family activity. This first episode is on knife skills, followed 



by sautéing, grilling, etc. The plan is to give your children the knowledge and skills they need to 
break the chain of unhealthy eating and obesity. 
Go to the PTA page on the ICS website to find the link and sign up for free, on the left in the 
links box, or visit ctcf.org. 
If we have enough interest, we can talk about having a potluck dinner in which the KIDS prepare 
all of the meals! Contact Annette if this seems like something you'd like to help organize! 
 
6. City and State Advocacy 
As everyone is aware, this is a crucial year for Philadelphia city schools in terms of the 
education budget; PTAs are going to have to learn how to make some more noise! 
One step we can take: The Pennsylvania PTA's Annual Advocacy Day is on Mon., 10/21. Learn 
how to advocate “the PTA way” with a free training session in Camp Hill, PA.  
(Harrisburg area). ICS PTA Liaison Maureen Eagen plans to attend, and welcomes others to 
join her.  
The deadline to register is October 15, so if interested please see Annette, or email us at 
pta@icscharter.com. 
Although Maureen was unable to attend this mtg., she will be talking with us more about this in 
the future, announcing other news and events as they arise. 
 
7. Electric Pencil Sharpener Fund 
 Perfect example of how our PTA needs to grow over the coming years. Our 
 teachers need such basics as electric pencil sharpeners. Another school’s 
 PTA is doing fundraising for a high-tech videography studio for its fifth graders!  
 We'll get there, but for now, let's try to get our teachers some darn pencil sharpeners.  
 Plea: buy a button or a raffle ticket, or put some money in the bucket! Thank you. 
 
8. "Straight Talk For Parents" presentation at next PTA Members’ Mtg - 11/4/13 
Our PTA will try to bring you either a social or educational event on alternate months, rather 
than a boring old meeting. For next month, we've arranged for this free seminar, brought to us 
by the organization "Drug Free Pennsylvania." Many of us may think that we don't have to 
worry about this subject until high school, but that is not our reality any more. Most children are 
first exposed to drugs in middle school, and unless we start talking to them about this topic 
NOW, they won't be prepared. 
So, we hope to see you here on Mon., Nov. 4th. Your registration is requested but not 
required…we'll be sending out the link next week. 
9. Translation Headphones 
When we first met with CEO Tom over the summer, we mentioned a need: 
Doing more to reaching out to Spanish-speaking families who are having a difficult time 
following our PTA discussions. He not only came up with a solution (a special system with 
headphones) but he went ahead and ordered 10 or 15 sets. They were first implemented at our 
BTSN (Back to School Nights), and are being used at this meeting! Muchas gracias CEO Tom, 
and to M. Kelly for providing the instant interpretation, then and now, and at many future 
meetings, for your help in making ICS meetings more accessible to those members of our 
community who primarily speak Spanish.  



 
10. Recycling Bins on Playground 
There has been a distinct lack of Blue Bins on our playground, so we are working on solving 
that: the word is out on ICS googlegroups (both English & Spanish). Bins should be out there 
next week, so please tell your kids to recycle whatever they can! 
 
• Treasurer's Report (Marc Hensley) 
Income for Membership to date: $1,215. 
Audit was completed in September. 
Equal Exchange Catalog Fundraiser is coming in November. 
 
• Membership Report (Sarah Eisenstein) 
Sarah emphasized that the rate of participation (% of families who are PTA members) can make 
a big difference in how ICS is seen by potential donors! Thank you for spreading the word to 
others who haven’t joined yet.  
New incentives offered to PTA member families: pins, water bottles (coming soon), etc.  
Kids can encourage their parents to join! 
 
• Communications Report (Susan Burrows and Lynn Major) 
Photo Days next week: 10/10 for LS & 10/11 for MS. More volunteers are welcome! 
Family Involvement/Engagement: Volunteer orientation sessions TBA; Tr. Jenny just found out 
that 1 additional clearance/ certification form is needed this year (but at no cost). 
Room Parents’ Committee: has been formed to strengthen the system. 
 
• New Business: 
  Consider a new photographer for ICS next year? Showed sample photos from a local 
organization that offers outdoor shots in natural light… are we interested?  
 
• Winning Raffle Ticket Selected (...Guadalupe Jimenez wins again!!) 
7:05 pm: 
• Odyssey of the Mind information session (Courtney Chobert) 
For interested parents of Middle schoolers. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
 


